World Cities

Chess Team Championship
For the Sheikh Zayed Cup

Bulletin 1

FIDE President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov and Asian Chess Federation president Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifah Al Nahyan, chairman of the
Organizing Committee, lead dignitaries at the opening ceremonies where the draw for groups was conducted. With them at the
groups board are, at left, Ibrahim Al Bannai, president of the Arab Chess Federation and, right, Saeed Al Megbali, president of

the UAE Chess Federation.

The World Cities Chess Team Championship got off to an
exciting start as teams started jockeying for position in their
Round Robin preliminary groups to aim for the top two slots
and advance to the knockout phase.

FIDE President Kirsan Ilyumzhinov and Sheikh Sultan bin
Khalifah Al Nahyan led colorful opening ceremonies where
captains drew lots for grouping.

In group A, Dhaka, Bangladesh beat host Al Ain, UAE 3:1
while Lund, Sweden upset London, England 2.5-1.5

In group B, Tashkent, Uzbekistan crushed Chennai, India
3.5-0.5 to take a commanding lead as Saratov, Russia could
only edge Ptuj, Slovenia 2.5-1.5

In group C, Lviv, Ukraine blanked Canberra, Australia 4:0
while Riga, Latvia shaded Athens, Greece 2.5-1.5.

In group D, Baku, Azerbaijan smashed Istanbul, Turkey
3:1 while Astana, Kazakhstan beat Timisoara, Romania 2.5-
1.5.

In group E, Chicago, USA took hours to subdue a stubborn
Kampala, Uganda 3.5-0.5 while top seed Paris, France smashed
Tehran, Iran 3:1.

In group F, Hoogeveen, Netherlands whitewashed Cairo,
Egypt 4:0 while Novi Sad, Serbia creamed Wu Xi, China 2.5-
1.5.

Aside from the top two of each group, the best third place
complete the teams advancing to the Round-of-16 knock out
match.

At the opening ceremonies, the 24 teams were ranked into
four categories by average rating. Team captains per category
took turns to draw for groups and pairing numbers. Chief
Arbiter Casto Abundo and Mehrdad Pahlevanzadeh conducted
the draw.

The upset of the opening round was the victory of Lund,
Sweden over higher ranked London, England on wins by
Swedish GM Carlsson Pontus and IM Axel Smith. Pontus
crushed the French defense of British GM Simon Williams in
54 moves. Swedish IM Axel Smith used the Sicilian defense to
beat Zhou Yang Fan in 53 moves. Lund top board GM Nils
Grandelius sealed the win by holding English GM Nigel Short
to a draw in 34 moves of a Ruy Lopez.




At stake in the first knock out team competition in FIDE is the
Sheikh Zayed Cup and a total of $150,000 in cash prizes. Visit the
official site at http://worldcitieschess.com/ to watch games live
and download pgn files of all games. Follow results and pairings
at chess-results.com.

Concurrent with the World Cities is the $30,000 Al Ain
Classic. Players whose teams are eliminated in the World Classic
can carry over their points to the individual Swiss System. Players
from 52 federations are competing in the open with 6
Grandmasters, 3 WGM, 14 IMs and 3 WIMs.

This unique Al Ain system has been approved by FIDE as an
international title tournament under normal rules for players who
play nine games. The total number of players will increase after
the elimination of teams from the World Cities preliminaries,
Round of 16 and quarterfinals.

A youth championship is also being held concurrently in the
chess festival.

In the mornings players can attend the FIDE Trainers Seminar
conducted by GM Adrian Mikhailchisin and GM Efstratios
Grivas, Chairman and Secretary, respectively, of the FIDE
Trainers Commission.

Photos:

Above, flags and players name hang behind each match from
the control tower at center which houses the computer control
room for live broadcast of games.

Top: At the Opening Ceremony, Chief Arbiter Casto Abundo
prepares to conduct the draw for groups, similar to the football
World Cup system.

Middle: IA Mehrdad Pahlavenzadeh of the Asian Chess
Federation raises the group A ball drawn by GM Salem A.R.
Saleh (vight) of the UAE. By order of category, each captain
took turns drawing balls with group names hidden inside.

Bottom: Once their group is known, captains draw pairing
numbers for the Berger table. At right, USA Team Captain
Sevan Muradian draws pairing number 1 from a basket of
plastic eggs.



http://worldcitieschess.com/
http://chess-results.com/tnr88188.aspx
http://chess-results.com/tnr87821.aspx?lan=1
http://chess-results.com/tnr87821.aspx?lan=1
http://chess-results.com/tnr88313.aspx?lan=1

g @ O o

i oo | N T ORMIN Ao
= B "

IANGLADISH -

SWEDEN " ENGLAND ‘

Dhaka l

urshed Nag
hman Zigy
Ihansddin Ahmeg G
bu Sufian Shaky

Lund

_Grandelius Nils

Short Nigel D

Tikkanen Hans | Howell David W L

“Carlsson Pontus @ Williams Simon K
Smith Axel = Zhou Yang Fan

Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifah Al Nahyan starts the clock of Four games of each match are displayed on monitors to
GM Salem Saleh of Al Ain at the start of the round. let spectators to conveniently watch games and players.

A view of the playing hall with three tournaments, the World Cities Chess Team Championship in the center, the Al Ain
Classic in foreground and the youth championship in background.
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World Cities Chess Championship (Sheikh Zayed Cup)

The new format of the World Cities Chess Team
Championship 2012 has started in Al Ain, UAE on 21
September. 24 teams from 24 cities from all over the world
came to Al Ain to participate in the championship. The
format of the championship allows chess players to play
further in an individual competition in case of being
eliminated from the main team tournament.

This is a new format which has been well accepted by all
the participants. The total prize fund is 150,000 US dollars.
The Paris team is top seed, followed by Hoogeveen team
from the Netherlands.

An individual competition, the Al Ain Chess Classic with a
total prize of 30,000 US dollars has gathered a lot of FIDE
rated players who will be joined by knocked out participants
of the World Cities championship starting from Round 4.

Concurrent with these two tournaments, a FIDE trainer's
seminar will take place as well conducted by GM Adrian
Mikhailchisin and GM Efstratios Grivas.

The Opening Ceremony of this big chess festival took
place on 21 September. The FIDE President Kirsan
Ilyumzhinov thanked the Al Ain Chess Club, Asian Chess
Federation and personally it's President, his Highness Sheikh
Sultan Bin Khalifah Al Nahayan for presenting such an
opportunity for the best players to come to the beautiful city
of Al Ain to fight for the Sheikh Zayed Cup. He expressed his
confidence that the participants of the championship would
do their best to show interesting battles which would attract a
lot of chess fans' attention.

His Highness Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifah Al Nahayan in
turn welcomed all the participants of the tournaments. He
expressed his pride on behalf of Al Ain city and Al Ain Chess
Club to host an event of a new format. He also expressed his
hope that the Al Ain Chess Classic would become a
traditional chess competition. His Highness thanked the Al
Ain Sport Club for providing the playing venue with excellent
facilities as well as the Organizing Committee, volunteers and
everyone who contributed to make the tournament happen.

Sheikh Sultan also hoped that the online games and video
would be positively appreciated by chess lovers.

The traditional UAE dances followed the Opening
Ceremony. The bright neon show produced a good
impression on the chess players and guests.

The Chief Arbiter Casto Abundo conducted the drawing of
lots. The teams were divided into 6 groups which will
compete according to the World Cities Chess Championship
regulations. We are sure that the tournament will be watched
and followed by many chess lovers and fans from all over the
world.
Official website
http://worldcitieschess.com/ with online games, photos and
videos.

Round 1 report

Round 1 of the World Cities Chess Championship — Sheikh
Zayed Cup started at 18.00 in the Al Ain Sport Club on 22
September. Chess players from 24 teams have come to the
playing hall in time.

Such big chess names as Nigel Short of England, Wang Yue
of China, Maxime Vachier-Lagrave and Laurent Fressinet of
France, Papaioannou, Banikas and Halkias of Greece, Ghaem
Maghami of Iran, Giri, Sokolov of the Netherlands,
Lupulescu and Parligras of Romania, Tomashevsky of Russia,
Beliavsky of Slovenia, Bars Esen of Turkey, Moiseenko and
Kryvoruchko of the Ukraine. Salem A.R. Saleh of the UAE,
Varuzhan Akobian of the USA and many others headed their
teams in a nicely prepared hall of Al Ain Chess Club.

The design of the tournament hall was made in a circle
way so that the spectators could promenade around the
playing area with a splendid opportunity to watch the games
of all teams.

Later on the chess professionals sat at their boards to start
their first round as well as the participants of the Al Ain
Chess Classics. The first round did not bring any unexpected
results.

Tomorrow 23 December, Round 2 will start at 18.00 (local
time) in Al Ain Chess Club.




